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9.45am Belfast City Hall
Belfast Lord Mayor Naomi Long today launched this ambitious programme that aims to foster good relations between younger and older people across Northern Ireland in the City Hall.  Linking Generations builds on and extends previous and on-going intergenerational initiatives in Belfast and Newtownards, managed by the Beth Johnson Foundation and supported by The Atlantic Philanthropies, the Community Safety Unit of the Northern Ireland Office, Belfast City Council, Belfast Community Safety Partnership and Ards Community Safety Partnership. 
The Lord Mayor said she was delighted to be associated with this event. 

"The theme of my term in office is 'Belfast without barriers' and this project is a great example of the great work being done to achieve just that," she said.
Too often we hear only negative news about young people, of the cost of our ageing population and of mutual suspicion between the two generations.  The fact that there seem to be fewer opportunities for the young and old to meet can only serve to fuel this suspicion.  Creating opportunities for them to come together in a safe environment to learn more about one another’s lives has to be a good thing.  That is precisely what Linking Generations is designed to encourage and develop.

An important aspect of today’s launch is ‘Bridging the Gap’, which encourages children to extend their understanding of the ageing process.  It is a resource for teachers of year seven pupils in primary schools.  This module will be available on line to all schools from today.   

What we forget is that both younger and older people are a tremendous asset to the wider community already making a significant contribution to community cohesion.   Through initiatives such as this they can realise the potential to extend this and to challenge the negative stereotypes that cause so much harm.   
Alan Hatton Yeo Director of the Beth Johnson Foundation which is managing Linking Generations said:

The Beth Johnson Foundation welcomes the chance to work in partnership in Northern Ireland to support the development of this innovative programme of intergenerational community engagement to strengthen relationships across the generations.

This programme has the potential to help to inform and develop understanding and practice of intergenerational work across Europe as we move towards the European Year of Active Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity in 2012.

Notes for Editors:

· The cornerstones of Intergenerational Practice are that young and old can come together in a safe, relaxed and friendly environment where there is mutual respect and where they can exchange learning, knowledge and ideas. 
· The European Union has designated 29 April each year as a Day of Solidarity Between Generations and 2012 as The Year of Active Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity.

· The long term goal is to create “A Society for All Ages”, which is the term used by the United Nations to underpin its Global Strategy on Ageing.

Intergenerational Practice (IP) in Northern Ireland dates from 1999.  The wide ranging focus of the intergenerational projects and programmes developed reflects the applicability of IP to a number of social and public policy agendas.  These include community safety, education, health and urban and neighbourhood renewal and community development.  IP can also add substance to campaigns on issues such as support for carers, poverty and social exclusion as they adversely impact on younger and older people 

The broad aim of ‘Linking Generations’ is to promote intergenerational solidarity through a range of initiatives, including:

· Raising awareness of the nature and purpose of IP;

· Working in partnership with organisations developing IP;

· Providing training and support for those wishing to engage in IP;

· Managing a small grant programme for IP projects;

· Promoting the European Union Day of Solidarity Between Generations;

· Planning for the proposed European Union Year of Positive Ageing and Intergenerational Solidarity;

· Identifying further grant funding to provide sustainability after July 2011.

Further Information can be obtained in the following ways:

· By contacting the Development Worker Vicki Titterington.  M. 07732875409  Email     vickit.bjf@hotmail.co.uk 

· By visiting the Centre for Intergenerational Practice website at www.centreforip.org.uk 

ENDS
