SELECTED EXAMPLES OF  LOCAL INTERGENERATIONAL PROJECT 

ACTIVITY SUPPORTED OR LED BY RSVP WALES 
AS PART OF PARTNERSHIP WITH BJF
BLAENAU GWENT 

· RSVP ‘Knitting in Schools’ Project continues to offer weekly knitting sessions to young people in two local schools.   There are currently 7 older volunteers attending weekly sessions with rotating groups of approximately 8 children in each school.  The project is fully coordinated by 2 local Volunteer Organisers.

· RSVP ‘Reading in Schools’ Project continues to recruit older people to listen to children read in the Blaenau Gwent area.  Many of our volunteers go on to help with a range of other things in the school environment.

· The RSVP ‘Reminiscence’ Project is the legacy of a Heritage Lottery Funded Project that is now fully coordinated by a RSVP Volunteer Organiser.  WWII reminiscence sessions are offered to local secondary and primary schools to compliment the curriculum by bringing history to life with the real-life stories and memorabilia of participating volunteers.  The Volunteer Organiser has now broadened the geographical reach of the project, offering sessions to schools in neighbouring authorities.  The project delivers approx 6 sessions per year.

BRIDGEND 

· A particularly interesting initiative has involved the LA Arts Development Officer in IP “Community Cohesion Events” entitled “The Battle of the Bands”. Massive public concerts are staged, to which all ages attend, (although predominantly YP)- at venues such as Bryngarw Parc, with 15 – 20 bands, and huge screens to watch. Following each band key messages are flagged up on screen about the effects of certain anti-social behaviour and how it can impacts on the community.

CARDIFF

· Funding of £5,000 awarded to RSVP Wales by the Millennium Stadium Trust to develop new intergenerational work in Cardiff. The project will be led by volunteers with administrative and development support from RSVP and will work closely with the 50+ Forum in Cardiff via the SfOP Co-ordinator, John Gorwill
NEATH PORT TALBOT
· RSVP’s Heritage Lottery Funded Project ‘Celebrating History Together’ works in local schools and a wide variety of community venues to bring generations together to research, record and enjoy local history through living memory reminiscence activities. The project has an ongoing programme of community events which bring history alive for local people of all ages through tea dances, concerts and visual arts activities. The project office base is hosted by Communities First, Neath and works in close partnership with Communities First across Neath Port Talbot. A recent connection with Bryn Historical Society opens further opportunities for partnership work in the community.
POWYS

· An innovative project that is ongoing at Llangynedyr Primary School involves older people in the community regularly attending luncheon clubs at the school where they are  shown around the school, entertained,  and participate in activities organised by the pupils. Transport is supplied and every attempt is made to include the more “socially excluded” within the community.

RHONDDA CYNON TAFF
· Big Lottery Funding of £181,161 was secured by RSVP Wales for the intergenerational ‘Skills Swap’ project to be delivered from 2009 to 2012 in 16 designated areas of significant need in Rhondda Cynon Taff.  The project is run in partnership with the Social Justice and Equalities Directorate of RCT:-

· 22nd January 2010 Official launch of the Skill Swap project on, with participation from Tref - yr - Rhyg primary school and youngster being "educated otherwise" at Capel Farm Centre.

· 10th March 2010  Skills Swapping sessions at International Womens' Day event in Maerdy Community Centre (Teifi house) 

· 18th March 2010  Skills Swapping sessions in Glyncoch Youth Club 

· March 27th and April 8th, 2009  Skills Swapping sessions in Glyncoch Library, with pupils from Craig yr Hesg primary school and Ty Gwyn special school

· June 17th and August 12th, 2010 Skills Swap sessions to be held at RCT Council Open Days 

·  Ongoing Skills Swap sessions at Hirwaun Primary and Tref-yr-Rhyg Primary, with related community sessions in sheltered housing complexes and day centre respectively planned.  To be followed by similar sessions in Aberamman and Tylorstown in the next few months.

· Facilitated sessions between the local Hirwaun Primary School, ‘The Havens’ Sheltered Scheme (many participants aged 80+), and RSVP volunteers. Residents and volunteers have passed on traditional skills such as knitting, sewing, gardening, calligraphy, card making, photography, sketching, woodcarving etc whilst the young people “skill swapped” by teaching the older people technology skills – working particularly with mobile phones and computers. A “pen pal” link is  to be maintained with pupils and residents working closely together in the future on IP initiatives facilitated by RSVP and a Local Action Group. A DVD is being produced reflecting  the work.
NORTH WALES

· A 5 week programme of intergenerational activity ran from January to February 2010 involving North Wales Police, Red Cross, Denbighshire VB, RSVP volunteers and Prestatyn High School Students. Session 1 was  led by North Wales Police; Session 2 led by Red Cross - teaching a skill to all participants; Session 3 led by RSVP Members  - a confidence building exercise and role play followed by teaching knitting; Session 4 led by students who taught a Michael Jackson dance routine followed by instruction about internet, mobile 'phones and DS games; Session 5 was a debriefing with informal evaluation of the 4 sessions.

