Intergenerational Projects: Rhondda Cynon Taff
A set of ten intergenerational projects has been established between primary schools and care establishments or housing complexes for older people. 

In these projects, typically, a small number of primary school children visit the older people weekly or fortnightly and engage with them through various activities. These include working on a “life story” project for the older person, discussing matters that link with the National Curriculum, undertaking gardening projects or simply playing games, comparing those of today with those of the past. 
Residents and children are encouraged to bring photographs and newspaper clippings to the sessions to look over. In some instances, pupils have shown the older people how to work the communal computer or go on-line in search of archives or photographs. The projects invariably create rooms that are a buzz of activity where you can hear the chatter, laughter and exchange of stories, memories and experiences. 

The existing range of projects within Rhondda Cynon Taff has developed and strengthened intergenerational relationships within communities and set a high standard for new projects to aspire to. While each project is individual in its set-up, style and delivery, as well as the specific benefits, its overarching aim is 
to span the generation gap through purposeful, mutually beneficial activities that promote a greater understanding and respect between generations and help to build more cohesive communities within Rhondda Cynon Taff. 
Outcomes

Communities
C1
Improved community cohesion.

C2
Reduction in negative stereotyping enhancing community safety.

C3
Improved perceptions of young and old people. 

C12
Increased meaningful interactions between people from different backgrounds.

Young People

YI
Improved perceptions of young people by older people.

Y2
Improved relationships with older people.

Y3
Young people made a positive contribution.

Y4 
Young people engaged in volunteering.

Y7
Young people learnt new skills.

Y8
Young people shared/ taught skills to older people.

Y18
Improved emotional health of children.

Older People 
OI
Improved perceptions of older people by young people.

O2
Improved relationships with young people.
O3
Reduced sense of isolation and consequent improvements in health and wellbeing.

O5 
Older people learnt new skills.

O8
Older people more engaged with their communities.

O10
Enhanced educational opportunities for older people.

NI Correlations
NI  01
Improved relationships between people from different backgrounds in their local area.

NI  05
Improved overall/general satisfaction with local area.
NI  06
Increased regular volunteering.
NI 23
Promoted strong communities where people in the area treat each other with dignity.

NI  50
Contributed to emotional health of children.
NI 110
Young people participated in positive activities.

NI 117
Young people developed a range of useful skills. 

NI 119
Improved health and wellbeing of older people.
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