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28th October 2009, Inmarsat Conference Centre, Old Street, London
Workshop Information
	Local Authority/Organisation:


	Feminist Webs


	Title of workshop:
	Weaving the web

	Presenters:
	Pat Thornhill, Omena Osivwemu, Jayne Mugglestone

	Workshop outline:

The workshop will run twice in the afternoon, there are two one-hour sessions.  The sessions will be made up of:

1) A 20 minute presentation - showing why Feminist Webs see it as important for intergenerational work to be delivered from a youth perspective.

2) Follow with a summary of learning points - this is about your experience e.g. difficulties working across the VCS or linking in with Local Authorities etc that type of thing and is to aid the start of the discussion.
3) Discussion slot - open up with some key questions, or dilemmas, that you want to put to the floor about taking the work forward from the pilot.  This is meant to offer feedback for your, and other, organisations re youth approaches to IP.


	Description of workshop (500 words max):

This abstract will appear in the printed conference programme.  If you would like to include an image e.g. photo or logo, please forward these with this form and we will do our best to incorporate them into the programme alongside your abstract.

‘feminist webs’ is an idea, and a movement which seeks to draw on and collect the ideas of the past to inspire wonderful young women and girls youth work today.  There is an online archive of youth work ‘stuff’ from the past and new resources www.feministwebs.com and a physical archive housed at Manchester Metropolitan University.  In phase 1 an intergenerational group developed a resource called ‘Done Hair and Nails, Now What?’; in phase 2 young women were trained in Oral Histories and Archiving and an archive was developed which included a number of Oral Histories the young women had gathered from older feminist youth workers. ICA:UK has been involved with the project because it is a route to empower young women and to equip them with the tools to empower themselves and participate more fully in society and their won lives.
We are now beginning phase 3 of the project-
'DIY Feministory' Tour, ‘Bin the Beauty Box’ and 'Post'feminist Arts Project

Using our archive and resources our intergenerational volunteers' group and youth workers will run 6 local events across the North West (based in youth work settings, advertised through local and national media) to explore what body image means to young women. 

The young women (aged 13-25) at each event will contribute to 

· a film about young women's images of themselves/ their bodies; 

· a banner-making project 

· a ‘zine all about the archive

· interviewing older feminist youth workers in their area

· a " 'post'-feminist" postcard campaign to send to local/national decision makers to ask for what young women need to develop and maintain positive body images.

We then will run a national launch in March and a regional launch in April to invite decision makers to, where the resources will be showcased and where they will meet the young people and pledge support/ practical help for what the young people put forward.

The project has inspired a number of other developments including the first national girls work conference in 15 years- ‘Girls Work, Under Threat or a new dawn?’ on 8th September run by UK Youth, who are going to run a two day event on the same theme next year.  We were also invited to present in June at the TAG group for all institutions that run youth and community work courses, so the hope is that they will use the resources, archive and the website.  As an outcome of this meeting, some academics and youth workers are getting together in the North East to see how they might create their own feminist web or weave a section of ours, so we are having a launch meeting in October to develop their ideas.
In the workshop we will explore the aims and approaches of the project, and how intergenerational work has feature, worked, being challenging and thought provoking


	Presentations

If you are using a PowerPoint presentation please forward this to Nasreen conferences@bjf.org.uk by 14th October latest.  This is to ensure that we are able to upload all information to the conference venue IT system in advance of the conference date.

Any presentation materials presented in your workshop will be added to the Centre for Intergenerational Practice 2009 conference website pages following the conference.  You will also have the opportunity to put links to your organisations own website from the conference pages to direct people to any further information and resources.


Please return this form to Nasreen Akhtar conferences@bjf.org.uk by 30 September latest

